Tips for Preparing and Giving an
Effective Scientific Presentation

-Effective presentation style
-Appropriate background information
-Clear statement of hypothesis

-Clear data and methodology slides with
obvious "take home message”

-Effective summary and conclusion
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Major errors

Poor choice of font style and size.

Poor choice of colors for background and text.
Too much datall

Too many lines of textll

No obvious conclusion.



What font to use

Use a Sans Serif font:

This font is Arial.

This font is Comic Sans.
This font is Papgrus.

Serif fonts take longer to read...

This font 1s Times New Roman.

This font is Courier.

This font 1s Didot.



What font to use

Type size should be 18 points or larger:
18 point
20 point

24 point
28 point

36 point

* References can be in 14 point font



What font to use

AVOID USING ALL CAPITAL LETTERS
BECAUSE IT'S MUCH HARDER TO READ!



Color

Dark letters against a light background

work.

Dark letters against a light background
are best for smaller rooms and for teaching.



Light letters against a dark background
also work.

Many experts feel that a dark blue or
black background works best for talks in a
large room.




Color

Avoid red-green combinations because a large fraction
of the human population is red-green colorblind.




Antidotes for PowerPoint Poisoning

Choose Colors Carefully

Good Good

Bad

Goaod Good
Good

Slide backgrounds, font sizes and colors @



Layout

Keep the layout and style as consistent as
possible.

Every slide should have a heading.

Try to limit text blocks to no more than two
lines each.



Layout

The reason for limiting text blocks to two lines is that
when the text block goes on and on forever, people in
the audience are going to have to make a huge effort
to read the text, which will preclude them from paying
attention to what you are saying. Every time you lose
their focus, your presentation suffers!



Layout
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Tips

Presentation:
Font style and size
Color choice for background and text
Keep text blocks short and simple
Do not overuse animations
Keep figures as simple as possible

Do not use too many slides!



There is more to giving a good talk than
showing good slides-
Presentation style is very important!

* Do not read your slides
Do not use too many gimmicks (videos)

* Do not pace up and down but also don't
stand rigid!

- Do not wave your pointer all over the
slide

- Do not talk to the screen

- Do not use UMMH or AHHH 1o fill
transitions



There is more to giving a good talk than
showing good slides-
Presentation style is very important!

+ Do face the audience and make eye
contact

* Do show enthusiasm and vary the tone of
your voice

+ Do practice beforehand
+ Do ask your friends for feedback
* Do RELAX and ENJOY your presentation!



